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Introduction

Presentation will cover:

¼Water Quality Standards

¼ Toxic Water Quality Standards

¼NPDES Permitting Process

¼NPDES Permitting Process Post Human Health 
Criteria 

¼ Permittee Involvement in the Permit Process

¼ Implementation Tools

¼ Future Internal Management Directives
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Water Quality Standards

¼ Beneficial Uses

¼ Numeric  or Narrative Criteria

¼ AntidegradationPolicy
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Human Health Water Quality 
Standards for Toxics

¼ History of the Human Health 
Criteria (HHC)

¼ Fish Consumption Rate

¼ DEQ Rulemaking Process

¼ EQC Adopts Revised HHC

¼ EPA Approves Revised HHC

¼ A Water Quality Standard is 
effective upon EPA approval

¼ Implementing the revised 
HHC in the NPDES permit 
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Rulemaking Workgroup 

¼ Two Advisory Workgroups
¸ Rulemaking Workgroup (met Dec. 2008-October 

2010)
ω8 members: municipal and county governments, industry, 

and environmental organizations 

¸ Non-NPDES Workgroup (met Nov. 2009-October 
2010)
ω13 members: Rulemaking Workgroup plus members 

representing the forestry and agricultural industry

¸ Charged with providing input on scope and content of 
proposed rules

¸ Developed issue papers 
ωSummarize workgroup discussions and concerns, including 

any issues the stakeholders identified as significant

ωLƴŎƭǳŘŜ 59vΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ5



Summary of Rules:  Adopted Rules

¼ OAR 340-041-0033 and new Table 40: revised human 
health criteria for toxic pollutants based on a fish 
consumption rate of 175 g/day; 

¼ OAR 340-045-лмлрΥ ƴŜǿ άƛƴǘŀƪŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘέ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ

¼ OAR 340-041-ллооόсύΥ ƴŜǿ άǎƛǘŜ-specific background 
Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀέ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ 

¼ OAR 340-041-0059: revised variance rule;
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Summary of Rules:  Adopted Rules

¼ OAR 340-041-007 and -0061: 
revised rules explaining how the 
mechanisms for forestry and 
agricultural nonpoint sources 
work to meet water quality 
standards and the total maximum 
daily load (TMDL) load allocations 
under the Forest Practices Act 
and Agriculture Water Quality 
Management Act; and
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Summary of Rules:  Adopted Rules

¼ OAR 340-042-0040 and -0080: revised rules 
clarifying how air or land sources are treated in 
the development of TMDLs and TMDL load 
allocations for forest and agriculture. 
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NPDES Permit Process

¼ Submit Renewal Application

¼ DEQ Drafts Permit
¸ Technology Based Limits

¸ Run Reasonable Potential 
Analysis

¸ Water Quality Based Limits

¼ Applicant Review

¼ Public Review and Comment

¼ Finalize/Issue Permit
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NPDES Permit Process Post HHC

¼ Permittee Involvement 

¼ Submit Renewal Application 

¼ DEQ Drafts Permit

¸ Technology Based Limits

¸ Existing WQBELs

¸ Potentially New WQBELs

ÅTier 1 Monitoring

ÅIdentify Pollutants of Concern

ÅTier 2 Monitoring

ÅRun RPA

ÅEstablish proposed WQBELs

ÅImplementation Options

¼ Applicant Review

¼ Public Review and Comment

¼ Finalize/Issue Permit 10



Permittee Involvement in Permit 
Development Process

¼ Significant involvement in the preparation of the 
renewal application
¸ Monitoring data included in application

¸ Reasonable Potential Analysis

¸ Know your Tier 1 monitoring needs

¸ Review the potential implementation options

¼ DEQ Permit writer ςdrafted permit
¸ Tier 1 monitoring

¸ Pollutants of Concern (POCs)

¸ Tier 2 monitoring

¸ Reasonable Potential Analysis (RPA)

¸ New Water Quality Based Effluent Limits (WQBELs)

¸ Implementation options and requirements
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Where to Start?

¼ Know the RPA process

¼ Know your data

¼ Know what data is missing

¼ Have a plan for what data you may need

¼ Know the implementation options

¼ Have a plan for gathering the information for the 
option(s) you may want to use

¼ Share information and solicit comment

¼ Have questions for DEQ on the possible options
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Water Quality Based Permitting

¼ Monitoring Requirements (RPA process) 

¼ Data Quality

¼ Pollutants of Concern (POCs)

¼ Ambient (Receiving Stream) Water Quality

¼ Influent Concentrations

¼ Source Water Concentrations

¼ Mixing Zone Characteristics
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Effluent Limits

¼ Work up your own data set

¼ Have an idea as to what the limits may be

¼ Can your facility achieve the limits?

¼ Develop ideas on what could be done at the 
facility or with a pretreatment program to assist 
in achieving limits

¼ Better Mixing Zone characterization?

¼ Compliance Schedule

¼ Intake Credits

¼ Site Specific Background Criteria
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Intake Credits

¼ Read the rules on Intake Credits

¼ Can the rules apply to your systems?

¼ Do you need to collect data to show if you 
qualify?

¼ Have you done the calculations?

¼ Do you have a plan developed to get the data?
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Site Specific Background Criterion

¼ Read the rules and attend training on how they 
work

¼ Know what you need to know to determine if it 
could apply to your facility

¼ Do you have the data/information to make this 
determination for your facility?

¼ Work up the data and have an idea if you could 
achieve the new criterion?

¼ After the permit cycle RPA is completed, work 
with permit writer to review this implementation 
option
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Variances

¼ Read the rules and attend training on variances

¼ Know what you need to know to determine if a 
variance could apply to your facility

¼ If a variance could apply, do you want to pursue 
it?

¼ Do you have the data/information to make this 
determination for your facility?

¼ Do you have a plan to obtain the data to make 
this determination and to fill out a variance 
application?

¼ When and if the time comes, talk to your permit 
writer about the variance process
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Summary of Critical Considerations

¼ Permittee Involvement

¼ Reasonable Potential Analysis

¼ Data Intense Process

¼ Best Data Possible

¼ Multiple Options

Influent Quality ςPretreatment

Intake Credits

Site Specific Background Criteria

Variances

Mixing Zone Characteristics
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Implementation:  Internal 
Management Directives (IMDs)

¼ TMDLs:  Will provide guidance for the 
development of implementation-ready TMDLs by 
the incorporation of watershed-based planning 
methods 
¸ Final:  March 2012

¼ Intake Credits:  Will describe in the Reasonable 
Potential IMD how to implement and calculate 
intake credits.  
¸ Final:  January 2012
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Implementation:  Internal 
Management Directives (IMDs)

¼ Site-Specific Background Pollutant Criterion:  Will 
describe how to implement and calculate site-
specific criteria based on the presence of 
background pollutants in intake water
¸ Final:  April 2012

¼ Variances:  Describes the justification, process, 
and data needs associated with obtaining a 
variance from water quality standards.   DEQ 
currently seeking pilots. 
¸ Final:  February 2012
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